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 Good Shepherd Cluster       
 313 W. Court Street                 
 New Hampton, Iowa 50659 
 Phone: 641-394-2105 
 email: clustergs@gmail.com

Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 

8 am-4:30 pm 
Friday 8 am-noon

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Some of you may have heard that the Archdiocese of Dubuque is participating in a “synod on synodality”.  
What does this mean?  A synod on a worldwide scale is a gathering of bishops and other representatives to 
listen to the Holy Spirit and make recommendations on how the church might respond to various situations.  
In a nutshell, “synodality” refers to how we listen to one another while together listening to the Holy Spirit 
and proposing a way forward. 

Archbishop Jackels has decided that our participation should have a more concrete and practical focus 
beyond merely “how do we listen to each other and journey together”.  The Archbishop is asking us to pray 
to the Holy Spirit and reflect about what makes for a “vibrant parish” and evaluate our own experience.  All 
Catholics in the Archdiocese will be able to participate in this survey online or through a paper option.  The 
results will be collected, analyzed, and shared.   

A parish is a community of the people of God who serve the poor and needy, gather in prayer and worship, 
and proclaim and teach the Word of God.  The synod is an opportunity to assess how we are doing in these 
areas.  The outcome of this synod process may reveal some vibrant parishes and less vibrant parishes.  You 
can read more about this process on the website of the Archdiocese of Dubuque in the section on the synod, 
which contains the messages of Archbishop Jackels on this topic. 

The Archbishop has gone on the record to be very clear the size of a parish is NOT the determining factor of 
a parish’s vibrancy or viability.  Indeed, there are small parishes that are quite vibrant.  There are a variety of 
factors that contribute to the vitality of parish including demographics, shifts in practice, number of priests, 
numbers of parishioners, geography, and much more.  Looking ahead, there will need to be some 
consideration of how leadership and service are shared among parishes and what that may look like. 

So, in the first couple months of year 2022, you all will each have an opportunity to complete the survey 
that is being finalized and give your thoughts on this topic.  Remember a synod is about how we listen to 
God and one another.  The first step is prayer to ask for the wisdom of the Holy Spirit.  Then we propose 
ideas about the way forward, how we might all share in the mission of the church, and how we might 
organize ourselves in parishes that cooperate in how we live out our faith in the Lord Jesus.  Stay tuned for 
more details after the new year. 

I’m looking forward to celebrating Christmas with you and I will be praying for God’s blessings for each of 
you and your families! 

Fr. Dellaert 

mailto:clustergs@gmail.com


Stewardship needs report  
July 1, 2021-December 5, 2021 (23 weeks)  

  
              Projection        Actual    Difference 
  Holy Family  
 $11,334.29 x 23 weeks  $260,688.67           $248,175.53  -$12,513.14 
   
 St. Boniface 
 $728.92 x 23 weeks  $  16,765.16                    $  16,166.00  -$     599.16           
  

 Immaculate Conception 
 $935.13 x 23 weeks          $   21,507.99   $  17,656.84   -$ 3,851.15

Children	of	God	
Deacon	Vic	DeSloover	

Jesus called a little child to him, set him amid the disciples and said, "Truly, I say to you, unless 
you are converted and become as little children, you will not enter the Kingdom of Heaven. 

    In Jesus' day, children were not at the center of family 
life. To the surprises of everyone gathered around him, 
Jesus called a child to come over and sit with him. He 
pointed to the little child and said to his disciples, "You 
need to become like this little guy."  
    Jesus wasn't suggesting that adults should act like 
immature kids. No, his message was of faith, not age. 
Children have a simple faith. They believe because 
someone in authority tells them something is true. They 
don't over analyze, and they don't get bogged down with 
the what if’s. They take things at face value.  
    Children also gladly receive gifts without second 

guessing or feeling guilty. At Christmas, many adults carefully unwrap presents to save the 
wrapper, but kids tear into them with reckless abandon. In the same way, Jesus wants us to receive 
the gifts he gives us with gratefulness.  
    A child-like faith is a valuable commodity in God's Kingdom. We can be so complicated, full of 
questions and doubt, and excuses for not believing. But we can begin where the disciples began 
that day, listening, watching, and marveling at the lesson Jesus taught, and we can ask him to 
produce that childlike faith in us, too.  



BIBLE STUDY 
BIBLE STUDY LOCATION:  

CLUSTER OFFICE  
CONFERENCE ROOM 

BIBLE STUDY DATES 
December 4, 11, 18 

January 2022-8, 15, 22, 29  
February 5, 12, 19, 26 
March 5, 12, 19, 26 
April 2, 9, 23, 30 

 
 

Archdiocesan Women’s Conference Livestream! 
 

The Good Shepherd Cluster is pleased to announce that we will be offering a livestream 
of the 2022 virtual Archdiocesan Women’s Conference! 

 
This event is open to all women ages 18 and older and will feature two nationally 

renowned speakers, opportunities for prayer, reflection, and fellowship. Visit: 
https://www.archwomensconference.org/ for more information. 

 
Our livestream will be hosted on Saturday, January 29th, 2022, from 8:00 AM-1:00 PM 

at St. John’s School of Religion, located at 823 W Main Street, in New Hampton (across 
the street from New Hampton High School). Doors will open at 8:00 AM, and the 

livestream will begin at 9:00 AM.  
 

Please contact Brian McGee, Director of Faith Formation for more information about 
how to sign up at DBQ141FF@dbqarch.org or 641-394-2105.  

 
Admission price will depend upon number of participants enrolled.  

 
Deadline to enroll in our livestream: Friday, January 7th, 2022, at 4:30 PM. 

 
Hope to see you there! 

 
 



Membership	Updates	

Have	 you	 recently	moved?	 	 Have	 you	 changed	 phone	 numbers	 or	 no	 longer	 have	 a	 land	 line?	 	 Please	
contact	the	Pastoral	Of:ice	at	641-394-2105	with	your	updates.			

We	also	ask	all	young	adults	(high	school	graduate	and	older)	that	either	live	in	the	area	and/or	consider	
Holy	Family,	Immaculate	Conception	or	St.	Boniface	their	home	parish	to	complete	a	registration	form	and	
of:icially	register	as	an	adult.	 	This	is	important	so	that	our	statistics	are	accurate.	 	A	person	should	be	a	
registered	member	of	only	one	parish.			

If	you	have	any	questions,	please	contact	the	Pastoral	of:ice	at	641-394-2105.

Vacant Positions 

Due to the pandemic, we have not been able to hold elections for the past 2 years.  As a result, we have had 
vacancies come available that have not been filled.   Each term is 3 years.  Please consider volunteering for one 
of the following positions: 

Holy Family Parish is looking for five (5) individuals to fill vacant Pastoral Council positions.  We are in 
need of two (2) persons to fill the Liturgy / Spiritual Growth positions; two (2) persons for a Social Concerns 
position; and one (1) person to for an At Large position. We have approximately 4 meetings per year.  
Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month. 

Immaculate Conception is looking for two (2) individuals to fill vacant Pastoral Council positions.  We have 
approximately 4 meetings per year.  Meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month. 

If you are interested in volunteering for one of these positions, please contact the Pastoral Center at 
641-394-2105.  Thank you.

2021 CONTRIBUTION STATEMENTS

In	 late	 January	2022,	we	will	be	mailing	out	 the	contribution	statements	 to	 the	parishioners	 in	all	 three	
parishes.	 	Those	who	did	not	make	a	monetary	contribution	via	cash,	check,	ACH,	or	credit	card	to	one	of	
the	parishes	will	not	 receive	a	 contribution	statement	 for	2021.	 	 In	 the	past,	 all	parishioners	 received	a	
statement	regardless	of	their	level	of	contribution.	

If	 your	 contributions	 were	 made	 through	 IRA	 distribution,	 grain	 sales,	 sale	 of	 stock	 and/or	 trust	
distributions,	they	will	not	appear	on	your	contribution	statement	per	direction	of	the	IRS.		If	you	made	all	
of	your	donations	through	IRA	distribution,	grain	sales,	sale	of	stock,	and/or	trust	distribution,	you	will	not	
receive	a	contribution	statement	from	your	parish.		The	letter	that	was	mailed	to	you	at	the	time	of	receipt	
of	your	contribution	should	be	given	 to	your	 tax	preparer.	 	 If	you	need	another	copy,	please	contact	 the	
Pastoral	Of:ice	at	641-394-2105.	Thank	you	for	your	generosity	in	2021!



 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,  

HE IS A NEW CREATION. 
The old has passed away. Behold,  
the new has come!        2 COR 5:17 

Kindergarten’s 
 

The kindergarten “Apple a Day Café” and Cocoa 
Stands were a success again this year! The 5th  
and 6th graders were great leaders in our stand.  
Our Apple Café raised money for Jared Boxes – 
shoeboxes filled with toys and activities for 
children in the hospital, and our Cocoa Stand 
proceeds will be used to purchase books and 
pajamas for the Pajama Project – an 
organization that provides bedtime stories  
and pajamas for children facing adversity.   
 

Giving them the safe place of Mass to practice 
life skills like public speaking and Wellness 
classes to encourage healthy eating habits are 
just two of the ways we reach our goal of 
nurturing the whole child. It is our hope that 
practical skills like these they learn here will 
stay with them as they grow. 

NOW ENROLLING! 
Preschool 2022-2023 

Apple & 
 Cocoa 

 Cafes  



Lighting the path for a higher purpose!

It’s the most wonderful

time of the year! We

hope you all had a

wonderful, restful

Thanksgiving Holiday. As

we begin the season of

Advent, looking forward

to the birth of Jesus, we

have much to be thankful

for.  Let us remember to

keep the real reason for

the season in our hearts.

Sometimes the rush and

craziness get in the way

of remembering what

Christmas is all about.  I

wish you a wonderful

season and a very Merry

Christmas!

God Bless,

Mrs. Nehls, Principal

Wishing you
a season that
is merry and
bright with
the light of
God’s Love!

Fun was had by all at our annual
Turkey Basketball Tournament!
This tradition takes place on the

Wednesday before Thanksgiving.
Though valiant effort was put in by

both sides, resulting in a final
score of 24-18 in favor of the

“Visitors,”  they all walked away
winners having enjoyed a spirited

game and a time honored tradition.

After learning about the history of the
Macy’s Parade, Kindergarteners

enjoyed their own tradition of
creating their own “Macy’s

Thanksgiving Day Parade” Balloons!
The full “parade” can be viewed on our

Facebook page!
www.facebook.com/StJosephCommunitySchool

The theme of thankfulness could be felt throughout the halls over
the last month.  In our classrooms, we shared things that we were most

thankful for, and in that same spirit we honored our Veterans..both
those who have served and are currently serving.



Good News from Faith Formation  

As we begin a new year, we often find ourselves looking for new ways to improve ourselves and 
the world around us.  We typically resolve to doing things like lose weight, break a bad habit, 
get our finances in order, or spend less time online as our top resolution priorities. And while all 
of these resolutions are all objectively good things to do, we often forget that making a spiritual 
resolution can not only assist us in our other goals for the year but can also be the first steps to 
a new way of life. 

As you make your resolutions for 2022, take some time to consider ways to develop a new 
spiritual habit for yourself and your family. Some easy, low commitment opportunities to 
consider include: 

•Daily Scripture reflections online or in magazine form from publishers like Word of Fire, 
Ascension Press, The Word Among Us, Magnificat, etc. 
•Join one of our Cluster Faith Sharing Small Groups to connect with other adults to pray, 
reflect, and learn about our faith in a communal atmosphere. 
•As a family, try a new form of prayer (the Rosary, Eucharistic Adoration, Lectio Divina, etc.), 
or attend a weekday Mass together (see the bulletin for times and locations). 
• Join in any of our upcoming Faith Formation opportunities (see below). We offer something 
for everyone! 

Above all, remember that like all resolutions, it is better to start with something small that you 
can manage right now. Growing in faith is a life-long journey that often starts with several small 
steps, experiences numerous setbacks, and celebrate tiny personal milestones. Create a 
reasonable goal for this year and try something new. Although it may be uncomfortable at first, it 
sets the stage for an eternity of results. 

Looking forward to seeing you in 2022! 

Brian McGee 
Director of Faith Formation 

Upcoming Faith Formation Opportunities! 
•Middle School Catholic Youth Group monthly sessions: 

o  Monday, January 10th from 6:30-7:30 PM 
o  Monday, February 14th from 6:30-7:30 PM 

o  First Eucharist Parent Meeting-Monday, January 17th at 6:30 PM 
o  “Ready, Set, Grow!” session two-continuing our discussion of the Holy Family with a night                   

of reflection on the life and work of the Blessed Virgin Mary on Wednesday, February 9th at 6:30 
PM. 

o  Adult Faith Formation study “Mary: A Biblical Walk with the Blessed Mother” on Sunday 
evenings from 6:30-8:00 PM February 13th-April 3rd. 

o  All events will meet in the Gathering Space at Holy Family Parish! 



Good Shepherd Cluster is in Need of a Female 

Chaperone for the 2022 Mission Trip!!! 

 

● Must be a 21 or older 

 

● Destination: Champaign, IL 

  

● June 12th-18th, 2022 

 

● $100 deposit due within the first seven days of 

registering  

 

● We are fundraising to cover the overall cost of the trip 

 

● If interested please contact Jayden Burke at St. John 

School of Religion: 1(641)394-2404 or 

dbqrt4@dbqarch.org  



 
January 2022 
 
 
Sat-Jan 1 
 4 pm Holy Family Mass 
 6 pm St. Boniface Mass 
Sun-Jan 2 

8 am Holy Family Mass 
10 am Holy Family Mass  
11:30 am Holy Family Spanish Mass 

Mon-Jan 3 
Pastoral Office Closed-New Year Holiday 

Tue-Jan 4 
 5:15 pm Immaculate Conception Mass 
Wed-Jan 5 
 10 am New Hampton Rehab Mass 
          6:30 pm Catechist Inservice @ Holy Family 
Thur-Jan 6 
 10 am Linn Haven/Kensington Mass 
 6:30 pm KC Bingo, Hynes Hall 
Fri-Jan 7  
 8:30 am Holy Family Mass 
Sat-Jan 8 
 4 pm Holy Family Mass 
 6 pm Immaculate Conception Mass 
Sun.-Jan 9 
 8 am Holy Family Mass 

10 am Holy Family Mass 
11 am RCIA @ Gathering Space 

Mon-Jan 10 
 6:30 pm Middle School Youth Group  
 Event @ Gathering Space 
Tue-Jan 11 
 5:15 pm St. Boniface Mass 
Wed-Jan 12 
 10 am New Hampton Rehab Mass 
 6:30 pm Faith Formation @ Holy Family 
Thur-Jan 13 
 10 am Linn Haven/Kensington Mass 
 6:30 pm KC Bingo, Hynes Hall 
Fri-Jan14 
 8:30 am Holy Family Mass 
Sat-Jan 15 
 4 pm Holy Family Mass 
 6 pm St. Boniface Mass 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Sun-Jan 16 

8 am Holy Family Mass 
10 am Holy Family Mass 
11 am RCIA @ Gathering Space 

 2:30 pm Holy Family Spanish Mass 
Mon-Jan 17 

6:30 pm Parent Eucharist Meeting @ 
Holy Family 

Tue-Jan 18 
 5:15 pm Immaculate Conception Mass 
Wed-Jan 19 
 10 am New Hampton Rehab Mass 
 6:30 pm Faith Formation @ Holy Family 
Thur-Jan 20 

10 am Linn Haven/Kensington Mass 
Fri-Jan 21 
 8:30 am Holy Family Mass 
Sat-Jan 22 
 4 pm Holy Family Mass 
 6 pm Immaculate Conception Mass 
Sun-Jan 23 

8 am Holy Family Mass 
10 am Holy Family Mass 

 11 am RCIA @ Gathering Space 
Tue-Jan 25 
 5:15 pm-St. Boniface Mass 
Wed-Jan 26 
 10 am New Hampton Rehab Mass 
Thur-Jan 27 
 10 am Linn Haven/Kensington Mass 
Fri-Jan 28 
 8:30 am Holy Family Mass 
Sat-Jan 29 
 4 pm Holy Family Mass 
 6 pm St. Boniface Mass 
Sun-Jan 30 
 8 am Holy Family Mass 
 9 am Pre Cana Day 
 10 am Holy Family Mass 
 11 am RCIA @ Gathering Space 
 Catholic School Week Jan.30—Feb. 5. 
  

 
 
 



 
 
February 2022 
 
Tue-Feb 1 
 5:15 pm Immaculate Conception Mass 
Wed-Feb 2 
 10 am New Hampton Rehab Mass 
 6:30 pm Faith Formation, Holy Family 
Thur-Feb 3 

10 am Linn Haven/Kensington Mass 
 6:30 pm KC Bingo, Hynes Hall 
Fri-Feb 4 
 8:30 am Holy Family Mass 
Sat-Feb 5 

4 pm Holy Family Mass 
 6 pm Immaculate Conception Mass 
Sun-Feb 6 

8 am Holy Family Mass 
10 am Holy Family Mass 

 11 am RCIA, Gathering Space 
Tue-Feb 8 
 5:15 pm St. Boniface Mass 
         6:30 pm Pastoral Council Mtg., Holy Family 
         7:30 pm Cluster Council Mtg., Holy Family 
Wed-Feb 9 
 10 am New Hampton Rehab Mass 
 6:30 pm READY, SET, GROW, 

Holy Family 
Thur-Feb 10 
 10 am Linn Haven/Kensington Mass 
 6:30 pm KC Bingo, Hynes Hall 
Fri-Feb 11 
 8:30 am Holy Family Mass 
Sat-Feb 12 

2:30 pm Holy Family Soup Festival Drive  
Thru 

 4 pm Holy Family Mass 
 6 pm St. Boniface Mass 
Sun-Feb 13 

8 am Holy Family Mass 
10 am Holy Family Mass 

 11 am RCIA, Gathering Space 
 11:30 am Holy Family Spanish Mass 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mon-Feb 14 
 6:30 pm Middle School Youth Group, 

 Gathering Space 
Tue-Feb 15 
 5:15 pm Immaculate Conception Mass 
Wed-Feb 16 
 10 am New Hampton Rehab Mass 
Thur-Feb 17 
 10 am Linn Haven/Kensington Mass 
 6:30 pm KC Bingo, Hynes Hall 
Fri-Feb 18 
 8:30 am Holy Family Mass 
Sat-Feb 19 
 4 pm Holy Family Mass 
 6 pm Immaculate Conception Mass 
Sun-Feb 20 

8 am Holy Family Mass 
10 am Holy Family Mass 
2:30 pm Holy Family Spanish Mass 

Tue-Feb 22 
 5:15 pm St. Boniface Mass 
Wed-Feb 23 
 10 am New Hampton Rehab Mass 
 6:30 pm Faith Formation, Holy Family 
Thur-Feb 24 
 10 am Linn Haven/Kensington Mass 
Fri-Feb 25 
 8:30 am Holy Family Mass 
Sat-Feb 26 
 4 pm Holy Family Mass 
 6 pm St. Boniface Mass 
 
 


